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10 SCOTLAND. 


Lajily, I ferioufly beg of any who are prejudiced againft 
this Difpenfation of God’s extraordinary Grace, and look 
upon it as Delufion, that they’! fhew themfelves fo charitable 
and good, as to direct me and other Minifters what we fhall 
an{wer diftrefled Perfons of all Ages, who come to us crying 
bitterly that they are loft and undone, becaufe of Unbe- 
lief and their other Sins ; What fhall we do to be faved? And 
as a young Girl about Twelve, who had been in Diftrefs for 
fome Time, called for me to a feparate Place in a Houfe where 
I was, and afked me with great Sedatenefs, What fhall 1 do 
to get Chrifi? Shall we tell them they are not Chriftlefs 
and Unconverted, when we evidently fee many of them to be 
fuch ? Shall we tell them that their Fear of the Wrath of 
God is all but Delufion, and that it is no fuch dreadful Thing 
as they meed to be fo much afraid of it? Shall we tell Per- 
fons lamenting their Curfing, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, 
and other Immoralities, That it is the Devil who makes them 
now {fee thefe Evils to be offenfive to God, and deftruétive to 
their Souls? Shall we tell them who under the greateft Un- 
eafinefs enquire of us, ** What they fhall do to get an Inte- 
** reft and Faith. in Jefus Chrift,’? That Satan is deluding 
them, when they have or fhew any Concern this Way? In 
fine, Shall we pray and recommend it to them, to pray to 
God to deliver them from fuch Delufions? It would be 
worfe than Devili/h, to treat the Lord’s fighing and groaning 
Prifoners at this Rate. And yet fiich Treatment is a natural 
Confequence of reckoning this the Work of the Devil, and 
a Delufion. 

There are only two other Objections I fhall endeavour to 
take off becaufe they are popular, and have reached even un- 
to us. 

The firft is taken from the Notoriety and Obfervablenefs 
of this Work. ‘They object that it cagnot be the Work of 
the Holy Ghof?, and any real true Converfion which is fo open 
to publick Notice, and makes fo much Noife; for our Lord 
faith, Luke xvii. 20. The Kingdom of God cometh not with 
Obfervation. 

[t is Matter of Wonder, that this Obje€tion fhould have 
its Rife from them who fhould be able, and careful to look 
beyond the Tranflation to the Original: And if they have, 
it’s not confiftent with Honefty, to make fuch an Objection ; 
fecing they cannot but know thag the Greeé Word refers to 
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SCOTLAN D. it 


| fuch EARTHLY Pomp, Grandeur of Equipage, and Atten- 
; dance wherewith earthly Kings ufed to make their publick 
& Appearances ; or as our Tranflators give the Word otherwife 
> upon the Margin, with cutward Show. Beza’s Note upon 
- this Scripture, is both fhort and good, and therefore I give 


the Meaning of it rather in his Words than myown. ‘* The 
‘© Kingdom of God cometh not with Obfervation, That is, With 
«¢ any outward Pomp and Shew of Majefty to be known by : 
‘< For there were otherwife many plain and evident ‘Tokens, 
‘© whereby Men might have underftood, that Chrift was the 
‘¢ Meffias, whofe Kingdom was fo long looked for: But he 
<¢ fpeaketh in this Place of thofe Signs which the Phari/ees 
<< dreamed of, who looked foran EARTHLY Kingdom of 
‘<< the Adeffias.’”’ Our Lord doth not in the leaft infinuatc, 
that the Coming of the Kingdom of God in the Converfion 
of Fews and Gentiles, was to be filenthy fet up without Noife 
and unobferved, for this would have been contrary to Fact. 
Did not the Spirit’s Work of Converfion at Samaria quickly 
reach the Ears of the Church at ‘feru/alem? Were not the 
Converfions from Paganifm to Chriftianity with Obfervation 7 
Is any notorioufly profane and wicked Perfon in any Congre- 
gation convicted, and his Lite reformed without Obtervation ? 
The Remark of the Rev. Mr. Ccsper in his Pretace to M: 
Edwards’s Sermon formerly quoted, is very juft: After meu- 
tioning the uncommon Appearances accompanying thisWork , 
He fays, <* If it were not thus, the Work of the Lord would 
«< not be fo much regarded and fpoken of ; and fo God would 
** not hiave fo much of the Glory of it: Nor would the Work 
‘¢ itfelf be like to {peed fo faft ; for God hath evidently ma 
‘© Ufe of Example and Difcourfe in carrying it on. May 
a fovereignly gracious God make his Work foon appear to his 
Servants through the whole Land, and his Glory unto thea 
Children. May the heavenly Influence like Lichtaing fly from 
Congregation to®oneregation, alarming every unconverted 
Sinner, and filling their Hearts and Lips with importunat 
Enquiries, What phall we do to be faved? 

The fecong Objetion is taken trom thofe called Cami ze 
a Part of the barbaroufly perfecuted and opprefled Prete ta 
in France after the Rewseation of the Edi‘tot Nomtes. ‘Th 
appeared in the Cevennes, a bairen and defert Country. Vher 
were @ Number among them who pretended to Inipirati 
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ration they gave Exhortations to Repentance, and foretold 
feveral Things which the Event hath proved fa//e (c). Other 
Things are reported of them that there is Reafon to believe 
were fictious. Many of them came over to London about 
and after the Year 1702. The Hiftory of whom was given 
in Englifh by one Lacy, which hath been handed about here by 
fome Enemies to this Work of Ged. They were under fre- 
quent bodily Agitations, Convulfions and extraordinary Mo- 
tions; and it is pretended that their Cafe is the fame with 
ours, and feeing they were under Delyfion, this muft be 
a Delufion alfo. 

To fatisfy fuch who have been praétifed upon ; I would 
have them to obferve fir/?, that as thofe bodily Agitations are 
n- Evidence of Perfons being under anyOperations of the Spivit 
6f God, elfe all the Perfons under Convulfions, Cramps, Hil- 
terifms, &c. would be fuch ; fo upon the other Hand they are © 
no Evidence that thefe thus affected are under a Spirit of Delu- 
fion : For feveral of ‘the Prophets of old had fometimes ex- 
traordinary Motions upon their Bodtes ; and many have them 
in the Way of bodily Difeaies, which Phyficians fay proceed 
from natural Caufes. So that the Bodily Agitations confidered 
in themfelves, are no Symptoms of Perfons being under the In- 
fiuence either of a good or bad Spirit. 

There is the greatef Difpartty & Unitkene/s between theCafe 
of the Czmizars and thefe affected among us. TheCamizars had 
their bedily Agitations from a fuperngtural Power, as they de- 
clare in the forefaid Book of Lgcy’s. “The Diftrefies upon the 
Bodies of our People proceed jn a natural Way from the great 
Fear of God’s Wrath wherewith theirMinds are feized becaufe 
of a State of Unbelief they are deeply convinced of. The 
Camizars pretended Jaf/piration; & if what they declared of them- 
felves be truc,they under/foed nat fometimes what they uttered, 
neither did they remember it afterwards :* Their Organs were 
moved and ufed in Speaking, by fome fupernatural Power, 
without their own Will and Influence of their naturalPowers. 
Nane of our Feople ever pretended in the leaft to Jn/piration ; 
they give a rational Account of themfelves, know and remember 
what they fay anddo, The Camizars continued many Years 
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SCOTLAND. 13 


under their bodily Agitations whenever their pretended Infpi- 
rations feized them ; and thefe did not proceed from any Appre- 
henfion of the Wrath of God due to them becaufe of their Sins. 
Our People are delivered from thefe bodily Diftrefles, which 
do not return upon them again, when they are delivered from 
their Fears. Among the Camizars their pretended infpired 
Teachers were only affected, and that while they were uttering 
their Revelations. Amongft us only fome of our Hearers, who 
thro’ the Power of the Holy Spirit,are by the Word convinced 
of their Sin and Danger. The Exhortations of the Camizars 
to Repentance and Amendment of Life, were without any 
Mixture of the Gofpel concerning Jefus Chrift, and the Prin- 
ciples, Means, andMotives to Repentance revealed therein. (d) 
In ours a Work of Conviction is diftinétly carried on to a 
Work of faving Converfion in many, according to theDoétrine 
of the Gofpel, and by the /#fluence thereof. 

After this fair Stating of the Difference between the Cami- 
zars and the fpiritually Diitrefs’d among us, I leave it to the 
impartial Reader to judge whether there is,the leaft Shadow of 
Reafon to compare this Work to the Delufion of theCamizars. 
And if it be not the mott unfair Dealing to do fo ina general 
Way to the ftumbling of weak People ; while they themfelves 
- cannot but know if they look’d at all into the Hiftory of thofe 

People, that there is no fuch Likenefs between their Cafe and 
that of ours as to warrant the Objection. There are now, 
bleffed be the Lord, many Inftances in feveral Corners of this 


——— 





(d) Agreable to this Obfervation; The Rev. Mr. Prince hae 
given us the following Piece of Hiflory, which we think conve- 
nient to infert in this Place, viz. * I have heard one of the 
* pretended French Prophets hold forth at London about the 
* Yeae1;10: And in his Difcourfe, there was mo Method, no- 
* thing énfruive. nothing fearching ; nothing but vebement 
© Outcries, exprefled in GENERAL Texsis —as Repent, Re- 
* pent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, or the Fudgmuents 
* of GOD will fuddenly come down upon you, &c. without any 
* Explication of the Nature of true Repentance, or faving 
* Faith; nor anyThing aboutOriginalSin,norot the Deceits of the 
* Heart.nor of Fapiificaitn,nor of the Work of Conyittion or Re- 
* pemerqtion ; nor:any Explicatjon of apy Part of theGcfpel Scheme 
* of Redemption by the Medtation,ehe Sacrifice, theRighteou/nefs, 
§ the Juterceffion, the Word and the Spirit of CuristT. 
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Church, of a faving Work of Converfion, witneffing that this 
is the Work of the Spirit of God, and that the Kingdom of 
God is come nearer to us than ever. 


[ The next eleven or twelve Paragraphs being an Addrefs tothe 
Brethren of the Seceffion in Scotland, we omit ; and go on with 
the reft of the Preface. ] : ! 


I had a prevailing Inclination from the Beginning, with all 
the Exaétnefs I was capable of, to obferve every Thing that 
paft ; and with the moft fcrupulousNicenefs, to examine every 
uncommon Circumftance, and to take down Notes of what 
appeared to me moft material. I was encouraged and dire&ted 
in this by fome of great Judgment, and who juftly have Influ- 
enceupon me. This hath iffued in a JouRNAL of what was 
moft obfervabie in the Cafe of many in this Congregation ; 
who have applied to me from Time to Time, for Inftruction 
and Direétion under their fpiritual Diftrefs (e). 

TheJudgment & Defire of Friends I value,have had confide- 
rable Weight with me to eflay the following Narrative,with a 
Dependance upon the divine Affiftance, and as the Lorn fhall 
permit. The Omiffion of our worthy Forefathers to tranfmit 
to Pofterity, a full and circumftantial Account of the Conver- 
fion of 500 by one Sermon at the Kirk of Shots in the Year 
1630; andof the Beginning and Progrefs of the extraordinary 


Out-letting of the Holy Spirit in the Weft of Scotland already 


mentioned, I have heard much complained of and lamented. 
And J cannot but think that if after fuch Complaints we are 
guilty of the fame Negleét, we fhall be more Blame-worthy 
before Gop, our own Confciences, and Pofterity. 

But that which moft of all prevails with me is, that as I in 
the moft exprefs and deliberate Manner I can, defign and in- 
tend it to the Praife and Glory of Gop, renouncing all other 
Ends contrary to this; fo lam perfuaded it will by his Bleffing 
contribute to it. 


~<——m 





(e) Tc is earneftly with’d by many, that aif other Minifer:, where 
Religion is revived, wou'd like wife apply themfelves to writc 
exatt Journars of the Rife and Progrefs of this Work a- 
mong their People ; for a ftanding Teftimony to the Glory 
of Gop. 


Every 
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SCOTLAND. 14 


Every godlyOne into whofeHands it may come, will doubtlefs 
find Matter of Praife from it to the Lorp. Others who la- 
boured under Miftakes about this Work, through Prejudices 
from Opinions they have entertained as to theManner whercin 
the Lorp might come to revive his Work in this Church 5 
may poffibly when they hear thefe Things, hold their Peace, 
and glorifyGop, faying, ‘‘then hath Gon alfo granted Repen- 
tance unto Life unto our Brethren whom we hated”: As the 
Apoftles & Church of Feru/alem did when they heard of theCon- 
verfion of the defpifed Gentiles. And doubtlefs others when 
they hear of the Lorn’s bringing fo many of Zion’s Prifoners 
out of the fearful Pit and miry Clay, and pytting a new Song 
in their Mouths,even Praife to our Gon ; fhall by his Grace 
be brought to fear and truft in the Lorn. 

But Praife to our Gop, for thefe his mighty Acts, is not to 
be confined to the Generation wherein they appear. Pofterity 
fhall reap the Benefit of them, and it is oug Duty to tranfinit 
the Hiftory of them to Pofterity, that they may reap the greater 
Benefit .by them, and praife the Lorp more diftinctly fog 
them. It would be a Contempt of thefe wonderful Works 
which Gop hath made to be had in Remembrance, #f they 
fhould be buried in Od/ivion, fo as not to be known by thofe 
who live in after Ages. One Generation fhould praife his 
Works to another, and fhould declare his mighty Acts. This 
we are exprefly comnfanded to do, that after Generations may 
put their Truft in Gop and praife him. Pfal. cii. 18. Tdzs 
fhall be written for the Generation to come, and the People which 
foall be created fhall praife the Lord. Pial. xxviii. 5,6, & 7. 
For he eftablifhed a Teflimony in “facob, and appointed a L ALN’ in 
Ifrael, which be commanded our Fathers, that they fhould make 
them known to their Children. That the Generation 


to come 
might know them, even the Children which fhould be Born ; 
Who fhould arife and declare them to their Children : that 


they might fet ther Hope in GOD, and wot forget the 
WORKS of GOD. ; 

In this ‘Narrative I propofe to give an Account of this fur- 
prifing Difpenfation of Grace, inthe Beginning, Progrets and 
various Circumftances of it, with the ftricteft Regard to Truth 
in all the Exaétnefs I can. A polithed Stile is not to-be expec- 
ted from one, who.muft redeem Time from Eating and Sleep- 
ing to carry it on. To write intelligibly is alllaimat. I 
have no View of Leifure to publifh above a Sheet of it once a 
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56 SCOTLAND. 


Week or Fortnight, and this is the Reafon why it is not emit- 
ted at once. To ferve the Truth and the Interefts of Reli- 
gion, and to fatisfy the longing Curiofity of them, who are 
giving Zion’s KinG no reft until he make his ‘Jerufalem a 
raife in the midft of the Earth, are what I intended. 
May the Hoty Spirit whofe Work upon the Souls of 
many is to be narrated, accompany the Narrative with his 
erful Influences ; that it may promote the REDEEMER’S 
Sionh, and make every Reader feel by his faving Operations 
that he is indeed come in an uncommon Way of Grace. And 
may this whole Church, and all the Ends of the Earth fce 
greater Things than thefe. Amen. 


Kilfyth, ‘July 29th, 1742. 
7 ROBE. 
(The Rev. Mr. Rope’s Narrative will be begun in our next.) 
POHESS SIS 


In N°: I. Page 8. line 19. read evidently converted. 
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ADVERTISEMEN YY; 


This Day is Publifhed, 


IVINE Influence the true of the extraerdinary Work, in 

feveral Places in thea Weft of Scotland, illufivated in a Letter 

from the Rev. Adv. ALEXANDERWEBST ER, ome of theMinifiers of the 

City of Edinburgh, to « Gentleman in the Country. Sold by Kneeland 
and Green in Queenftreer,. 

And as there is a remarkable Uniformity in the Work of GOD, at 
it bas appeared there and in this Country ; fo this Performance is ex- 
cellently [uited to vindicate it from many of the Objettlons made ag aink it 
emme Us ; and is wrote in fo feriptural and rational, fo mafterly and 
polite a Manner, that it is mot doubted but it will be read with Apptoba- 
tion by the judicious and suprejudiced. 
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